
Seventh Grade Reading/Writing/Language Arts Syllabus  

Teacher:  Mrs. Hardman – Room 113
Teacher: John Jensen – Room 

School Phone: 706-253-1830

Parent/Teacher/Student Communication:

Email: lisahardman@pickenscountyschools.org
Webpage: http://mrshardmansclass.yolasite.com
Edmodo: www.edmodo.com/mrshardmanpcms

1st Block Edmodo Login Code: q8emg8


2nd Block Edmodo Login Code: ah72zx


3rd Block Edmodo Login Code: sfprvx


4th Block Edmodo Login Code: qt1q7f

Course Description:


The 7th grade Reading, Writing, Language Arts class will encompass an in-depth study of literature through various genres as well as full integration of the writing process. Based on the new Common Core Standards, students are required to complete 6 essays per nine week period across all genres of writing.
Course Outline:

     Students will absorb the information related to the Common Core Georgia Performance Standards for Reading Literacy, Reading for Information, Writing, Speaking and Listening, and Language though various units of study.  In addition, all students are required to take a mock GA Writing Test in January. The results of this test will allow teachers and students to see areas of strengths and weaknesses in writing prior to taking the 8th grade writing test; therefore, writing will be a huge component of our curriculum. You may find complete units of study as well as the standards to be covered by accessing www.georgiastandards.org or the above mentioned websites. 
Units of Study: 

· Unit 1: There and Back Again - What Science Fiction and Fantasy Can Teach Us About Ourselves Georgia Authors

· Unit 2: Burning Bridges:  What History Has Taught Us About Civil Rights Dystopian Literature
· Unit 3: Individuality vs. Conformity: Realizing the Relationships and Responsibilities between Individuals, Societies, and Communities
· Unit 4: Demonstrating Character, from Average to Exceptional!

Class Requirements: 
1. Bring materials to class each day (workbooks, pencil, pens, paper, ear buds, 3 ring binder).  
2. Complete assigned reading on time so that you can properly participate in class discussions.
3. Write down all assignments in your agenda.  Assignments and due dates will also be posted in the classroom, teacher website and on Edmodo.com.   
4. Class novels, poetry, and short story reading will be required and tests will be administered based on the content of the book.  
5. Common Core test questions will be completed and a grade will be taken.  All questions and answers need to be written out completely for full credit.  
6. Writing Portfolios will be kept in the classroom unless incomplete then it will be taken home for completion. 
7. Study Island assignments will be assigned each 9 weeks as well as during a specific lesson. It is the student’s responsibility to complete all assigned tasks by the assigned due date. Students who do not have access to a computer with internet may use the computer lab in the morning or during homeroom to complete late or missing assignments. 
8. Grammar Book, Word Wise, and Vocab Workshop will be assigned on Friday and graded the following Thursday. 
9. Edmodo – be sure to log in to Edmodo.com and visit website for up-to-date information regarding your child’s assignments as well as upcoming tests and project due dates.  Once your child logs in, you will receive a parent code to log in as well. This site is a great source of communication.
10. Vocabulary – Vocab Workshop will be completed via www.vocabtest.com and Word Wise will use Quizlet for review. 

Grading:
Daily and Homework Assignments = 25%
Quiz and Essays = Formative Assessments - 35% 


Tests / Projects / Published Essays = Summative Assessments - 40%

Late work will incur a penalty deduction of 10 points per day until turned in. All students who have ongoing missing work will be assigned after school detention. 

Supplies: Paper, Pencil, Pens (Blue, Black, and Red), 3 Ring Binder, Dividers, composition book for journals, and ear buds. Optional supplies: color pencils, markers, glue, scissors etc. 
Bring Your Own Device: With parent permission, students are allowed to bring their own technology device to class. When BYOD is part of the lesson, students with parent permission will be allowed to use their device for projects, research, vocabulary, class polls, quizzes, Study Island, Edmodo etc. All students without their own device will be rotated through computer stations for the assignment. 
Teacher and Student Expectations:

I will challenge the students to do their very best in class every day.  I will be organized and prepared to teach; therefore, I expect students to come to class organized and ready to learn. They must bring their materials, books, and completed work to class each day.  I expect all students to do their work to the best of their ability and to be fair and honest.  Knowing that every child learns differently, I will treat each student as an individual with unique abilities and needs. In addition, students should show others respect at all times in and outside of class.  
Parents can expect to be updated to their child’s progress via PowerSchool, Edmodo.com, email or other means as necessary to support their child’s success.  Regular attendance will also be expected of each student to assist in keeping up with his/her assignments. Know that we have class discussions often because I feel it is important for students to become independent thinkers. Missing class means missing important discussions that cannot be recreated; therefore, it is essential that your child be in class, come prepared for class, and participate in order to grasp the content.
Behavior Management Plan:

All students are expected to adhere to the Pickens County Middle School behavior management plan in addition to the Pickens County School District’s policies listed in the student Code of Conduct handbook.

Please have you and your student sign below; tear off and return to school. The above document is yours to keep for future reference. The teacher reserves the right to change the syllabus and course content at his/her discretion to better meet the needs of the students. 
Student Signature: ____________________________________  Date: ____________
Parent Signature: _____________________________________   Date: ____________
Parent Email: __________________________________________________________

Parent Phone: __________________________________________________________

